
APHuG Vocabulary: Chapter 10—Food and Agriculture 
 

Directions: In the spaces provided, write a definition in your own words and identify a real-world (or reasonable potential real) example for each term.  
Attach additional paper, as needed, to this packet when you turn it in on the due date. 

 

Term 
Text 

Page # 
Paraphrased Definition Real-World Example 

Agrarian --- 
People or societies that are primarily farmers and therefore promote 
agricultural interests 

Much of western Oklahoma is agrarian in nature; this is also true of much 
Kansas and Nebraska as well 

Food Chain --- 
Series of organisms interrelated in their feeding habits in which the smallest 
is fed on by a larger one which is in turn fed on by another larger one 

The nursery rhyme of the “old lady that swallowed a fly”…ate a spider to 
catch the fly, ate a bird to catch the spider, cat to catch bird, dog to catch 
cat, goat to catch dog, cow to catch goat, horse…she’s dead of course 

Agriculture 347   

Hunting and 
gathering 

--- 
Process of gaining food resources before domestication of plants and 
animals; such societies often lived in group of 50 or fewer 

In remote areas of the Amazon rain forests or within Papua New Guinea 
there are still hunter-gatherer societies  

Farming --- 
Deliberate effort to modify a portion of Earth’s surface through cultivation of 
crops or raising of livestock for subsistence or economic gain 

Any place on Earth where a farm exists 

Crop 347   

Agricultural 
Revolution (aka First) 

348   

Second Agricultural 
Revolution 

--- 
Began prior to the 19

th
 century’s Industrial Revolution as workforce began 

shift from subsistence agriculture to working in factories, newer tools and 
methods made this transition easier 

 

Hearth 348 
& earlier 

  

Agricultural 
landscape 

--- 
The land we farm or ranch on along with what we choose to raise on those 
fields:  specific animal(s) or crop(s) 

The “wheat belt” of central North America has a landscape which features a 
significant amount of wheat farms 
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Subsistence 
agriculture 

350   

Commercial 
agriculture 

350   

Dietary energy 
consumption 

352   

Cereal grain (aka 
cereal) 

352   

Staple grains --- 
Primary grain crop for a specific area/culture and tends to be the regions 
dominate grain grown 

Rice is a staple crop throughout much of south, east, and southeast Asia 

Grain 352   

Wheat 352   

Rice 352   

Maize 352   

Food security 354   

Undernourishment 354   
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Pastoral nomadism 
(herding) 

358   

Transhumance 359   

Pasture 359   

Shifting cultivation 360   

Slash-and-burn 
agriculture 

360   

Swidden 360   

Intensive subsistence 
agriculture 

362   

Wet rice 362   

Sawah 363   

Paddy 363   

Chaff 363   
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Thresh 363   

Winnow 363   

Hull 363   

Double cropping 363   

Crop rotation 
364 
366-
367 

  

Plantation 364   

Agribusiness 366   

Market Gardening --- 
Small scale growing of fruits and vegetables which are then sold directly to 
consumers usually through a small farmers’ market or from a vehicle or tent 
along the side of the road 

In many smaller cities in western Europe market days are held near the 
town hall so that local farmers can sell their items directly to the public 

Truck farming 367   

Dairy farming 
368-
369 

  

Milkshed 368   
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Agricultural 
industrialization 

--- 
Use of machinery in agriculture to help increase the yield of products with 
less physical human labor 

John Deere tractors and automatic milking machines are examples of 
agricultural industrialization 

Reaper 370   

Combine 370   

Winter wheat 370   

Spring wheat 370   

Mediterranean 
agriculture 

371   

Horticulture 371   

Domestication --- 
Targeting of specific animal(s) for raising within a specific area and then 
selling and/or using their products; allow humans to obtain meat without 
the act of hunting 

Cows are one of the dominant animals targeted through domestication 
efforts 

Ranching 372   

Cattle Trails 372   

“Code of the West” 372   
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“range wars” 372   

Feedlot --- A plot of land on which livestock are fattened for market 
At the end of a cattle drive, cattle were placed in a feedlot prior to being 
sold and put on a train as well as once the train stopped at its destination 
so that they would eat LOTS and look juicy for market 

Fallow 374   

Drug crop 376   

Overproduction 378   

Subsides 378   

Collective farms --- 
A farming practice in which a large number of farming household or 
connected villages work collectively, typically under state/government 
control 

China’s communist government created a large number of collective farms 
in the 1950s and 1960s 

Debt-for-nature swap --- 
When international organizations offer financial incentives (esp. debt 
reduction/cancelation) to a developing country if the country will declare 
part of the lands as natural protected areas  

Restrictions/prohibitions of fishing in certain areas to project reef areas 

Von Thünen Model 
(aka agricultural 
location model) 

378-
379 

  

Desertification 381   

Prime agricultural 
land 

381   
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Aquaculture (aka 
aquafarming) 

382   

Green revolution (aka 
Third Ag. Revolution) 

384   

Pesticides --- 
Chemicals used to kill or prevent re-infestation of insects so that crops will 
thrive 

DDT is a common chemical designed to kill insects 

Genetically modified 
foods 

385   

Biotechnology --- 
Using living organisms in a useful way to produce commercial products like 
pest resistant crops 

A variety of plants have been cross bred with each other to help resist 
certain insect infestations; various breeds of animals have been mated so as 
to create new breeds which can better live in certain climates 

Sustainable 
agriculture 

386   

Ridge tillage 386   

Forestry --- 
Science of planting and taking care of trees so as to be used for building 
materials and/or fuel for human society 

Many paper mills maintain their own forests so as to keep up a supply of 
wood for paper 

 

ADDITIONALLY… 
1. Make sure you understand the various challenges facing farmers within developing countries (pgs 374-377) and developed countries (pgs 378-379). 
2. Explore the policies that governments around the world use to be involved within agriculture (pgs various but esp. 378-385). 
3. Research (meaning not in your textbook) the various settlement patterns used to set up farms. Focus on “long lots”, “metes and bounds”, and 

“township-and-range”. What does each look like AND with what country/cultural backgrounds is each connected? 
4. Research the differences between “cash crops” versus “luxury crops”. 


